Background In recent years there have been significant developments in the diagnosis and treatment of glaucoma. We conducted a study to determine whether there has been an associated change in trabeculectomy rates in England over this period. 
In the West Midlands we recently detected a fall in trabeculectomy rates? We are aware that the National Survey of Trabeculectomy showed considerable variation in the approach to glaucoma management across the country. 4 We, therefore, conducted this study to determine whether our observation was a regional issue or part of a nationwide trend.
Method
The Department of Health, Hospital Episode Statistics Division, was asked to provide data on 
I '
divided by 10 Table 1 .
The data are displayed graphically in Fig third of all glaucoma prescriptions, the total number of which has increased year on year over the past 5 years. with the greater range of options now available.
In conclusion, this study highlights an apparent reduction in trabeculectomy rates. Given the implications discussed, we suggest there is a need for a national re-audit of trabeculectomy in the next few years. In addition, consideration should be given to the training requirements of Specialist Registrars regarding glaucoma management and to the economic consequences of this trend.
